Effect of surgery on the in vitro response of canine peripheral blood lymphocytes to phytohemagglutinin.
The effects of surgery (ovario-hysterectomy) and anesthesia on phytohemagglutinin-induced lymphocyte blastogenesis were studied in vitro in 12 dogs. Four dogs had depressed lymphocyte blastogenic responses after surgery. This suppression was transient with normal blastogenic responses occurring in cells from all dogs 24 hours after surgery. Seemingly, T-lymphocyte function may be depressed, only transiently, after surgery.